Infected Lingual Thyroglossal Duct Cyst Mimicking Supraglottitis.
A thyroglossal duct cyst (TGDC) is a common embryological remnant that typically presents as an anterior neck mass; however, this malformation can occur in any adjacent area, including the tongue base (lingual type), along the migration path of the thyroid during embryonic development. Lingual TGDC is often quiescent until infection occurs. Supraglottitis or inflammation of the supraglottis, is a potentially life-threatening disease. Because of the anatomical proximity of lingual TGDC to the supraglottis, lingual TGDC infection might be related to a presentation of supraglottitis. A 49-year-old male initially presented with clinical symptoms of acute supraglottitis. After intensive medical treatment resulting in no improvement, a computed tomography scan was performed. The result raised the suspicion of an infected lingual TGDC. Transoral marsupialization using a rigid laryngoscope was performed to drain the abscess inside the cyst. A diagnosis of lingual TGDC was made based on the characteristic histological pattern of the lesion. After treatment, a follow-up computed tomography scan showed no evidence of recurrence. To the authors' knowledge, only a few reports have pointed out similarities in the clinical and radiological findings between acute supraglottitis and an infected lingual TGDC. Clinicians should consider lingual TGDC during the differential diagnosis of supraglottitis, especially in patients with poor response to medical treatment.